Coiling of the vertebral artery presenting with neuralgic pain.
A rare case of radicular pain in the arm due to compression of the C6 nerve root by coiling of the vertebral artery is reported; the diagnosis was confirmed by computed tomography (CT), magnetic resonance (MR) angiography and echocolordoppler. Although the enlargement of an intervertebral foramen by a tortuous vertebral artery has been described previously, the occurrence of radicular pain is exceptional. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), MR angiography and echocolordoppler allow to differentiate foraminal enlargement due to vascular anomalies of the vertebral artery from that more commonly due to tumor compression, mainly from neurinoma. Surgical decompression may be considered in symptomatic cases.